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PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY                              
 

Chad J. Brandel, Esq. is a founding member of Trust Experience, Inc., a private fiduciary services company, 

providing professional trustee and fiduciary services to high-net-worth and ultra-high-net-worth families. Chad 

has over a decade of trust administration, estate settlement, probate, and advanced estate planning 

experience, and nearly two decades of experience as a licensed attorney. Prior to founding Trust Experience, 

Inc., he was an Executive Director and Senior Wealth Strategist in Wells Fargo’s Banking, Lending & Trust 

division advising clients and their advisors on fiduciary best practices, irrevocable trust administration, estate 

settlement strategies and advanced wealth transfer techniques. He is known for delivering client focused 

fiduciary services that integrate legal, financial, and tax considerations with family governance and legacy 

planning. 
  

WORK EXPERIENCE                              
    

Wells Fargo, N.A., Irvine, CA 

Executive Director                                                    July 2022 – September 2025 

Senior Wealth Strategist – Banking, Lending & Trust 

• Lead wealth strategist for Orange County and Riverside (300+ financial advisors), advising financial advisors and 

their high net worth and ultra-high net worth clients (including prospective clients) on trust matters, advanced 

estate, philanthropic and business planning techniques to reduce tax liabilities, provide asset protection, and 

preserve generational wealth resulting in millions of dollars in tax savings. 

• Advise financial advisors and their clients on trust administration, trust litigation and transactional matters 

including trust formation, family limited partnerships, entity formation, structure, sales, succession planning, real 

estate issues, and membership buyouts. 

 

Law, Stein & Anderson, LLP, Irvine, CA 

Partner                                                           October 2015 – July 2022 

• Advise clients on advanced estate and business planning techniques to reduce tax liabilities, provide asset 

protection, preserve generational wealth, and drafting of various estate planning and transactional documents 

resulting in millions of dollars in tax savings for high and ultra high net worth clients. 

• Trust and probate administration. 

• Trust and probate litigation experience involving inheritance disputes, undue influence, elder abuse and breach of 

trustee fiduciary duties including fraud. Lead trial counsel on several trials. Extensive arbitration and mediation 

experience. 

• Provide corporate counsel services to several family office structures and privately held businesses, assisting and 

advising on transactional matters including trust formation entity formation and structure, succession planning, 

real estate issues, membership buyouts, contract negotiations, insurance matters, and employment issues. 
   

Early Legal Career                                                                                 2008 – 2015 

• Associate roles with Parker, Ibrahim & Berg; Grant, Genovese & Baratta; and Poliquin & DeGrave.  
  

 

 



 

 

EDUCATION                             
 

Chapman University School of Law  

Juris Doctor, May 2007  

• Tax Law Society Member.  
 

University of California, Los Angeles  

Bachelor of Arts in History, June 2003  

• Phi Alpha Theta Honors Society Member, representing academic achievement.  
  

LICENSURES & CERTIFICATIONS_______________________________________________________________  

• Series 7 and 66. 

• California licensed attorney. 

• United States Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit. 

• United States District Court, Central District of California. 
  

ORGANIZATIONS & AWARDS                      _______________________________________________________ 

• Professional Fiduciary Association of California. 

• Orange County Bar Association. 

• Southern California Super Lawyers - Rising Star, 2014 - 2021.  

• South Mission Viejo Little League Coach, AYSO Soccer Coach, Basketball, Fishing, Snowboarding, Hiking, Football, 

Baseball, Traveling.  


